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Keep Gardena Beautiful
GVBC Neighborhood Ministry

-40: 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Our GVBC Neighborhood Ministry courageously
strives to take Jesus’ words very plainly. In our
nation and in this generation, the reality we are all
facing is: the Christian church is not good news and
there exists considerable friction between the
church and the world. As such, there is no more
pertinent a time as this for the church to not stay
tucked away inside of itself, but instead, to build
bridges of HESED which extend beyond our walls
and into our community surrounding: homes,
businesses, restaurants, community organizations,
even city services.

Keep Gardena Beautiful is one bold step forward in
this direction. And, it’s not actually organized by our
Neighborhood Ministry. The City of Gardena Public
Works Department runs the event, other
organizations in the South Bay are involved, but
GVBC has become its largest supporter. Each
year, nearly 100 GVBC volunteers sacrifice
sleeping in on a Saturday morning in order to help
clean and maintain our city’s streets, parks,
schools, civic buildings, and even local natural
preserves. This year, we: 1) painted the Harvard
Parkette; 2) picked up trash along the Normandie
railroad tracks; 3) planted flowers at the
Community Center; 4) repainted all of Bell Park; 5)
repainted Johnson Park; and 6) maintained the
Willows Wetlands.

These may seem like very ordinary mundane acts
of service, but it runs very deep into the heart of our
Neighborhood Ministry for the sake of our GVBC
family and it has built a wonderful bridge between our
church and our city. Please consider joining with us
next year 2017 as we continue to follow our Lord
Jesus’ command and “Keep Gardena Beautiful” in
both simple and profound ways.

Humbly in His service, James
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GVBC ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL

NOTE: Harvest Festival Guidelines
In order to provide a safe environment for our children and families,
Gardena Valley Baptist Church implements the following guidelines:

• The Harvest Festival is for children 5th grade and younger and their
families. Older siblings may accompany their younger siblings.

• Full-face masks are not allowed.
• Realistic replications of guns or other weapons are not allowed.
• Provocative clothing or scary costumes are not allowed.
• Shoes or footwear having wheels are not allowed.
• Live animals are not allowed (except certified service animals).

It is the discretion of the Registration Team and Guest Relations to
interpret the appropriateness of any of the above mentioned items.
These items may be stored at the registration table and picked up at the
time of exiting the festival. If guests choose not to follow these
guidelines, they may be asked to leave.

Thank you so much for your cooperation and partnership in making this
an awesome experience for the children.

Our annual Harvest Festival is fast approaching. As we prepare for our
Harvest Festival for the community and church family, we are in need of
volunteers and donations of:

 Candy (individually wrapped in unopened bags)

 Mini Pumpkins (3½ — 4 inches)

 Gently used clothes (infant — 10 years old)

Please drop off your donations in the wooden box in the Narthex on any
Sunday up to October 30. During the week, you can also bring them to
the church office.

We need volunteers. Signup fliers are also available on the Narthex
information counter.

Set up for Harvest Festival will begin on Sunday, October 30, 1:00 p.m.
after the worship services.
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FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI

ANNUAL
ELECTION
MEETING

Sunday, November 13
12:30 p.m.

Community Hall

Bring your own sack lunch OR purchase a plate
lunch from California Rice Center which includes:

Teriyaki Chicken
Salmon
Kimpira
Rice
Piece of Pie

Deadline to order is Sunday, Nov. 6
Cost: $7
Signup flyers in the Narthex information counter.

On October 7th, the GVBC Friday Food Ministry served about 70 guests
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Gardena. Our crew came together in
ministry and fellowship and prepared lasagna, garlic bread, green salad,
corn, fruit cocktail w/bananas and honeydew, cookies and lemonade. We
were blessed to have Pastor James Choung give a touching devotional
on Matthew 6:25-36 and have Gary Yoshiba lead praise songs and
oldies music.

We would like to send a heartfelt “Thank you!” to all those who
participated in the Annual GVBC Golf Tournament on August 12th.
Thank you golfers, tee sign sponsors, silent auction donations, hole-in-
one prize donors, volunteers, and those who donated raffle prizes and
money. It was great to see all the golfers having a good time competing
on the golf course. Proceeds from this golf tournament has helped to
support the GVBC Friday Food Ministry over the past 4 years.

Special thanks to the golf committee members who put in countless
hours organizing this wonderful and meaningful event.

Gerald Mayewaki
Friday Food Ministry Coordinator
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's
ongoing missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all. Information on our missionaries and
mission projects will be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church
office.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
Ken uses a fictitious name, “Kate” in referring to a missionary he wants to protect. The country which
Kate is serving also cannot be named for security reasons. He calls the country where Kate is
serving, “XYZ”.

Over ten years ago, Kate left Brazil to serve on the mission field in XYZ. Before actually living in XYZ,
the pastors and elders of the Kudos’ church allowed Kate to study at an intermediate location. This
enabled her to hone her language skills and immerse herself in the culture so she was ready for XYZ.
Recently, she received a Ph.D. in her area of expertise from a respected university in XYZ. The
further education will help Kate serve the Lord even more effectively.

Kate is highly respected by locals in XYZ where she leads people to Christ in public places or at her
home. She is also thought of highly by missionaries. She is young and still has many years of service
on the mission field ahead of her. She is “gung ho,” energetic and enthusiastic about sharing the
Gospel. After bringing individuals to Christ, she disciples them. It is her vision to raise missionaries
from her groups of disciples.

Kate is close to the Kudos’ heart as she came to Christ through Diane. Diane also discipled her.
Before becoming a Christian, Kate tried to fill her empty heart with professional success (i.e. money,
a lucrative business, the chance to get married), but none of these things helped. In looking for the
answer as what would fulfill her heart, she joined the singles group at the Kudos’ church. She
became involved with the evangelistic Bible study of Mark, Philippians, Ephesians and I
Thessalonians. Simultaneously, hungry for the Word, she began devouring the Bible, reading book
after book by herself. With this exposure to the Word, she repented and became a Christian. Her
conversion was visibly real to her family and friends. Now this “mover and shaker for Christ” is
actively evangelizing to different people groups in XYZ.

“Thanks for investing in us with both prayer and support to be able to expand the kingdom of Christ,”
writes Ken.

His Little Feet International Children’s Choir is coming to GVBC
on Sunday, January 15, 2017. The choir is comprised of a hand-
selected group of children from around the globe, and they travel
the United States being the voice for orphaned and vulnerable
children worldwide. We will hear testimonies from the children’s
life experiences, and several songs in both English, as well as in
the children’s native tongues, mixed with a culturally unique,
Gospel-centered message.

All of the children in the choir have lost or been abandoned by one or both of their biological
parents due to preventable disease, extreme poverty, lack of clean water, HIV/AIDS, tribal
warfare or even death.

The purpose of the tour is to bring the awareness to the millions of children around the world in
need, as well as facilitate opportunities for Americans to respond to the needs of children
through giving, sponsoring, going and adopting.

At the end of the choir tour, all of the international choir participants return to their home
country, where their individual mental, physical, spiritual and overall personal needs are
attended to, moving their lives in a positive direction for the future.

We will be asking GVBC families to host the children and their chaperones while they are here
that weekend. More information to follow.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
David & Jenny Clayton and family in the passing of David’s beloved father. The funeral will be
held on Saturday, November 5 at 11:00 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church in Torrance.

Robert & Tammy Cosare and in the passing of Tammy’s beloved mother who passed away in
Mississippi where she resided. The funeral was held in Mississippi.

Kevin & Irene Collier and family in the passing of Kevin’s beloved dad, Bob Collier. The funeral
service was held on Friday, October 21 in Yuba City.

Ed & Izumi Kawasaki and family in the passing of Ed’s beloved mother. The funeral was held
this week out-of-state where his mother resided.

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for the beautiful orchid planter in memory of my mother, Ann Pawid. She loved
plants and marveled how God erected such varieties!  Very much appreciated the
thoughtfulness. In Christ, Jane Watanabe

GVBC Family, many, many grateful thanks for the special floral arrangement at Hisao Homma’s
memorial service on July 22. It was heartwarming to see all of Mr. Homma’s acquaintances.
Gratefully, Mrs. Emilie Homma

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, We thank you for your kind words of comfort, cards of
sympathy and beautiful floral wreath for the late Masao Matsumoto. We’re very thankful that
Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated at the graveside service. With Heartfelt Thanks, Fumie
Matsumoto & Family

IMPACT: STUDENT

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

In August we wrapped up our “Transforming Passion Into Action”
series with brainstorming passions that the students had and areas
where they could serve this upcoming year. Wanting to come
alongside the students as they seek to serve the Lord and grow in
leadership skills, we created a new student leadership program called
“Impact!”

The vision of Impact is to equip, encourage, and empower the next
generation of leaders to use their gifts for God’s glory!  Impact allows
individuals or pairs of students to be partnered with an Impact mentor
who can help guide them in the process of leading in specific areas of
ministry throughout the school year.

Each of us 180 leaders [High School Ministry] will be serving as an
Impact mentor who will meet with the Impact leaders to go over the
purpose and needs for each ministry leadership opportunity. The
Impact mentor will be there as a resource for their student leader
throughout the year and will keep them accountable in their attitude
and diligence as they plan and execute each thing they lead. We
believe every student is called to serve, but some of them may be
called to lead during this school year. This is an opportunity for those
students! [180 News Fall 2016 Issue 3]

(L) Dylan Uyemura, Brandon Hirano,
Kalani Higa, Alex Kiyohara, America
Aubrey, Sophie Abe, Brendon Asato,
and Stephen Fujimoto. Alexis Nishimoto
(not pictured)



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
GVBC is blessed with a faithful and sacrificial pastoral staff,
which includes directors, coordinators and interns (and their
spouses, too!). Let’s show our appreciation this month by
writing or emailing them a card or note of encouragement. If
you would like to give a monetary gift, please make the check
payable to the individual pastoral staff member. A box will be
on the Narthex counter to put your cards/notes. Sunday,
October 23 will be Pastoral Appreciation Sunday.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs in
the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered healing
ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who are
challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or addictions.
For more information contact Pastoral Intern Diane Ujiiye at
the church office or email Diane at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights until Tuesday, October 11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.,
room 250. Led by Chaplain Brian Lo, co-leader Debra Mason.
For more information, contact brianhlo@gmail.com. To sign
up, fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter or call the office.

Re|Engage
Fridays, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or Sundays 4:30 — 6:30 p.m.
December 18 (no meeting on November 25, Thanksgiving,
December 4, Christmas Potluck). Open to all married
couples. The curriculum will include topics of love and
brokenness, grace and humility, communication and conflict,
and much more. If you are interested in being a part of
Re|Engage, please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

BEING PREPARED FOR COLLEGE
Sunday, October 23, 12:30 — 2:30 p.m., Room 218, lunch
provided. Speaker is Steve Bautista, College Counselor at
Santa Ana College and parent of a college student.

GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. This is our annual
alternative to Halloween for our church family and community.
[See page 2 for more details.]

WORK DAY
Saturday, November 5, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. All ages are
invited. Come when you can, leave when you must.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

SPECIAL SPEAKER & WORKSHOP
Sunday, November 6, Beau Crosetto will be a guest speaker
for both worship services. Beau is the author of “Beyond
Awkward”. After 2nd service, there will be a free lunch
followed by a workshop from 1:00 — 2:30 p.m. Sign up for his
workshop and share your faith in Jesus, get beyond awkward
and experience the very best mission of God through your
life. Signup flyers on the Narthex information counter.
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ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13. We will be voting on the new Board
members and the 2017 budget. [ page 3 for more details on
lunch!]

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20— bring your Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes (see article on page 7).

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving holiday

WORK DAY & CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 26

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27

HOLIDAY CONCERT BY WENDY KATAGI
Sunday, Nov. 27, Sanctuary, 3:00 — 4:00p.m.

ANGELS’ BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 10, 9 AM—11:30 AM — For nursery
through Kindergarten and their families. Breakfast, family
picture, drama, craft, and more! More info to follow.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 2 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 30.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).

DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, you have a holiday dinner at
The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light show
of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

2016 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES
By Linda Hayashi

We will again have the opportunity to partner with Samaritan’s Purse to share God’s love with children overseas.
Through Operation Christmas Child, gift shoeboxes filled by you, are distributed through local churches and each child
will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet in their language, making the shoeboxes an effective outreach tool for local
churches. Many children who receive shoebox gifts will also enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship
program, where the children learn to faithfully follow Christ and share their faith with others.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected more than 135 million gift-filled shoeboxes for children in more than
150 countries. In 2016 the OCC goal is to reach another 12 million children. In recent years, filled shoeboxes from GVBC
have been received in Panama, the Philippines, and Peru. The website at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has additional
information, videos, and if desired, you can even track the destination of your box by printing a Follow Your Box label.

There are a limited number of free red/green boxes available in the Narthex. You can also use your own shoebox. If you
would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a useful gift afterwards. Choose whether your shoebox
will be for a girl or boy, and their age (see brochure in narthex), fill the shoeboxes with items such as small toys, school
supplies, hygiene items, and a personal note. The brochure in the Narthex has additional suggestions. This is a
wonderful project for families or Community Groups.

After the boxes are filled, please include a $7 per box donation (cash, check payable to Samaritan’s Purse or can give
online) to help cover shipping and other project expenses. Please place a rubber band around each filled shoebox.
Shoeboxes will be collected during worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20. Let’s again bless hundreds
of children with a box this Christmas season!

PARKING AROUND GVBC
Just a reminder there is no parking at Pacific Square. There are newly posted
signs and you may be towed. There is ample parking at Union Bank on
Sundays only (corner of 158th & Western), our Denker parking lot, or street
parking (please be kind to our neighbors by not block their driveway).
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Sermon Series: Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
Clarity: A Clear Gospel
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
Process: Disciples, Not Just Decisions
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6/COMMUNION
Special Speaker: Beau Crosetto

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Opportunities and Openness: SALT
Brad Toy

Autumn Worship Schedule


